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e “It Is Important to recognize that such comparisons cannot
establish a causal role for joint versus sole custody in child
adjustment, because such research is necessarily relational
rather than experimental in nature” (Bauserman, 2002, p.
92)






Parents in shared parenting agreements:

- Generally tend to be older, more educated and have
more resources (income);

- Live In closer proximity to each other;
- More satisfied with the parenting plan;
- More satisfied with the parent-child relationships;

- Experience less conflict and less relitigation.



We don’t know the optimal time (30%,
40%, 50%, etc.) needed to replicate
positive outcomes for shared parenting.

We don’'t know whether the benefits of
shared parenting can be extrapolated for
parents stuck in litigation about custody.

We don’t know the directionality between
shared parenting and adult conflict.
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What is the optimal decision making
plan for the safety and well being of the
child in this family?
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There are issues of IPV that
affect the parents' ability to
make joint decisions

Child Abuse
There are issues of child
abuse and/or risk of abuse
that affect the parents' ability
to make joint decisions
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There are issues of mental
health issues that affect the
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The child requires third party
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vulnerabilities (emotional,
educational, medical, etc.)
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