Parenting Plan & Child Custody Evaluation Decision Tree: Process & Procedures

I. Preparation and Planning

Education: Standards/Guidelines.
Social Science Research.
Decision to accept the case.
Appointment Order.
Getting familiar with the case:
Identifying Case-Specific Issues &
Sources for Obtaining Data.

III. Formation of Initial
Hypotheses and Preliminary
Decision Tree

}

IV. Data Analysis, Synthesis,
and Corresponding
Recommendations

Making sense of the information.
Analysis: Detailed examination of
the data in relationship to the
hypotheses as a basis for

Organization of the issues into
themes & clusters.
Formation of hypotheses.
Creation of decision trees.

As data are collected, finalization
of hypotheses & decision tree.

- I1. Data Collection

Collection of information from the
parents, children and other
important collateral sources

regarding issues set forth in the
appointment order.

V. Reflection, Review,
Consultation, and Revision

interpretation.
Synthesis: Combining & explaining
of the data collected & analyzed
resulting in recommendations.

Double checking the work product
to make sure the process &
procedures have been transparent,
all methods/procedures were
followed, all information
considered, & that the
recommendations are followed up
with measures of accountability.
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