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“If the parenting plan evaluator uses the scientific method described by these authors, s/he will make judges, attorneys and parents
(if not happy) satisfied that the analysis of all the data produced by the parents and their counsel was thoughtful and thorough and
transparent. In addition, it will assist the evaluator in confronting his/her own biases and short cut thinking. Itis not just the evaluator who
can benefit from this process: judges and lawyers should consider consciously adopting this method to better their own decision making.”

-Marjorie A. Slabach, JD, retired judicial officer, presided over Family Court in San Francisco Superior Court 1997-2011

“Drozd, Olesen, & Saini have integrated aspects of current research on cognitive errors and applied this knowledge in a superb manner
to assist child custody evaluators to think more clearly and with greater awareness of the ways in which personal and professional biases
may interfere with our ability to produce the best work product we can. Their application of the ‘fast and slow’ thinking paradigm and their
development of checklists and flow charts to help guide us toward more systematic examination of our thinking are challenging, new, and
welcome additions to the child custody literature.”

-Jonathan W. Gould, PhD, ABPP, Diplomate in Forensic Psychology, Charlotte, NC; author of Conducting Scientifically Crafted

Child Custody Evaluations (2nd Ed) and co-author of The Art and Science of Child Custody Evaluations

About the book:

The three authors are active custody and parenting plan evaluators,
teach workshops on custody evaluations and parenting, and review
reports prepared by other evaluators. Their experience has made them
acutely aware of the flaws that appear in some evaluations despite the
development of professional association guidelines and standards, on-
going continuing education programs on these topics, and increasing
demands from the courts and attorneys for evaluations of the highest
quality.

This book guides evaluators in developing systematic ways to im-
prove the processes they use to create and test hypotheses, collect in-
formation, organize the information they have, and analyze the data in
a transparent and comprehensive way. The authors also provide visual
ways to organize information in these evaluations with charts, decision
trees, and grids. They include many reproducible 8 2" x 11" checklists
and tools to reduce human biases and errors and to improve the accu-
racy of decision making. They believe that the processes they describe
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may mirror the process used by judicial officers in sorting and weighing
evidence, creating clusters of factors around issues, and generating deci-
sions based on the overall evidence presented in court. These tools were
“field tested” in the authors’ practice and teaching, and they believe the
consistency and transparency of decision making has increased with the
aid of these tools.

Throughout the book, the deliberate use of the term parenting plan
evaluation (PPE) rather than child custody evaluation is more than just
semantics or an attempt to further confuse the field with yet another new
term. The authors strongly believe that it is critical for those who work
with families to emphasize the importance of parenting over the owner-
ship implications of determining custody. Although both terms are used
interchangeably throughout the book to be consistent with previous writ-
ings, the term parenting plan evaluations is used in the development
of the resources that have been created to make better parenting plan
decisions.
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